ANGELICA. She that marries a fool. Sir Sampson, forfeits
the reputation of her honesty or understanding : and
she that marries a very witty man is a slave to the
severity and insolent conduct of her husband. I should
like a man of wit for a lover, because I would have such
a one in my power ; but I would no more be his wife
than his enemy. For his malice is not a more terrible
consequence of his aversion than his jealousy is of his

love.

CONGREVE (from Love for Love)

The stage is more beholding to love, than the life of
man. For as to the stage, love is ever matter of comedies,
and now and then of tragedies : but in life, it doth much
mischief: sometimes like a siren; sometimes like a fury.
You may observe, that amongst all the great and worthy
persons, (whereof the memory remaineth, either ancient
or recent) there is not one that hath been transported to
the mad degree of love : which shows, that great spirits,
and great business, do keep out this weak passion. You
must except, nevertheless, Marcus Antonius, the half-
partner of the Empire of Rome; and Appius Claudius the
decemvir, and lawgiver : whereof the former was indeed
a voluptuous man, and inordinate; but the latter was an
austere, and wise man: and therefore it seems (though
rarely) that love can find entrance, not only into an open
heart; but also into a heart well fortified; if watch be not
well kept. It is a poor saying of Epicurus ; Satis magnum
alter alien theatrum sumus : as if man, made for the con-
templation of heaven, and all noble objects, should do
nothing but kneel before a little idol, and make himself
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